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This document reports all people with HIV/AIDS, registered by the Ministry of Health (MOH) and
updated up to 31.12.2004, according to WHO/UNAIDS definitions. The figures are based on
individual notification, updated by comparing data with local health districts, HIV laboratories,
treatment centers, and health maintenance organizations. In the years 1981-2004, 4,309 new cases
of HIV/AIDS were registered. Subtracting fatalities and those who left Israel, 3,337 people remain
notified as living with HIV/AIDS in Israel. Based on diagnostic trends among each sub-group and
due to the fact that, in the last years, a significant proportion of undocumented migrants have left
Israel, we estimate that approximately 4,230 people are presently living in Israel with the virus. In
the years 2002-4, an average of 320 new individuals were notified annually (see graph 4).
Behavioral survey among men who have sex with men (MSM): In Israel, in recent years, there
is an increase in the annual absolute numbers of newly infected men, who declared having sex with
men (see graph # 4). In 2005, the Ministry of Health performed an extensive Knowledge, Attitude
and Behavior Survey about AIDS, together with the National Association of Gays, Lesbians,
Bisexuals and Transgenders in Israel (hereafter "The Aguda"). Using this internet survey, 2,873 full
questionnaires were collected. Average age was 26 y. old (SD: 7.2). Preliminary data analysis
showed, among other things, that the level of knowledge and attitudes relating to transmission and
prevention modes was high. Within the 1,669 respondents who declared having anal casual sex
within the last 6 months, 72% declared having always used condoms, vs. 28% who declared having
used condoms only sometimes or never. Within those who did not always use condoms, the
proportion of those who performed anal sex when using drugs or alcohol (in excess quantity)
(31.5%) was significantly higher than those who performed anal sex with a condom and used drugs
or alcohol (26.4%) (p=0.03). Therefore, professionals from MOH and the "Aguda" have decided to
collaborate on a series of interventions in order to reduce these risk behaviors.
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Table 1: Notified AIDS Patients by Sex and Mode of Transmission, Israel 1981-2004

Transmission Category Cumulative Number Died or
Male Female Total Left Israel

1. MSM = Men who have Sex with Men 234 234 179
2. IDU = Injecting Drug User 120 26 146 96
3. Hemophilia 44 44 39
4. Other Blood 10 7 17 16
5. Heterosexual contacts:
5.1 OGE = Originat.ing from a country with a 219 154 37% 193
Generalized HIV Epidemic & their partners
5.2 Partners from categories 1-4 1 20 21 14
5.3 Sex with HIV not known as 5.1-5.2 8 11 19 13
5.4 Source undetermined 41 18 59 36
6. Mother-to-child 12 14 26 13
7. Other / Undetermined 30 4 34 30
Total 719 254 973 629

Table 2: Notified HIV Positive Patients, by Sex and Mode of Transmission, Israel 1985-2004

Transmission category Cumulative Number Died or
Male | Female | Unk* Total Left Israel

1. MSM = Men who have Sex with Men 449 449 48
2. IDU = Injecting Drug User 383 86 9 478 85
3. Hemophilia 34 1 35 11
4. Other blood 6 4 10 5
5. Heterosexual contacts:
5.1 OGE = Originating from a country
with a Generalized HIV Epidemic & their 716 804 19 1,539 112
partners
5.2 Partners from Categories 1-4 3 37 40 7
5.3 Sex with HIV not known as 5.1-5.2 29 35 64 8
5.4 Source Undetermined 117 122 6 245 22
6. Mother-to-child 47 55 102 2
7. Other / Undetermined 204 99 71 374 43
Total 1,988 | 1,243 | 105 | 3,336 343

*Unk= unknown
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Graph 1: Notified HIV positive Patients, by Sex and Age, Israel 1985-2004
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Graph 2: Notified AIDS cases, by Sex and age, Israel 1981-2004
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Graph 3: Death cases among HIV/AIDS Patients, by Year, Israel 1982-2004
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* Preliminary Data
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Graph 4 : Notified HIV/AIDS Patients, by Year and Major Modes of Transmission,
Israel 2002-2004.

350 ——
300 1+ 02002
250 +—
200
150 1+
100 +—

sg-— . ,_|_. . —|=.— . W 2004
Q&

02003

MSM - Men who have Sex with Men

IDU - Injecting Drug User

OGE - Originating from a country with a Generalized HIV Epidemic & their partners
UnK — Unkown

Graph 5 : Notified HIV/AIDS Patients, by Year and Minor Modes of Transmission,
Israel 2002-2004.
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Heterosexual.
** Heterosexual infected from unknown source.
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